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KUR MUDGEN COLUMN

THE MISSOULANTHROPE
Hopping of the Merry-go-round
By Conrad Scheid
Filling out this little box of text each week has been a lot of
things. Fun, for sure. Especially when I was writing about things
that seemed worth speaking about. Quite the opposite in other
weeks (International Wildlife Film Festival, I’m sorry. I was out of
ideas, and you were an innocent bystander).
Occasionally I felt like this column kept my hands tied. The
dichotomy journalists are forced to live with (being immersed in
the day-to-day coverage of the news, coupled with the expectation that they don’t express any form of opinion) means that I was
forced into self-imposed silence here in order to keep my journalistic pursuits elsewhere credible.
Mainly, though, I discovered how much energy it takes to be a
curmudgeon. When I applied, full of piss and vinegar, it seemed
like an easy thing to always have a topic at hand which this city
could be taken to task for. And there still are a few that I haven’t
gotten to — people who let their dogs off leash in totally inappropriate situations, the shame this community tends to impose on
folks who haven’t chosen tree-hugging as their formal occupation
and crappy landlords ("That fence has been busted since last May,
Russ, and you know it!").
But each time I pick these little flaws apart, I find this pernicious little voice in the back of my head reminding me that bitching about something is in no way equivalent to getting up and
fixing it. Not that this is a call to action — I’m not asking us all to
pitch in. At least, in some big, collectively-organized way.
I guess what I’m saying is that my complaining has been pretty
much as bad as the stuff I’ve been complaining about, at least on
a personal level. It feels as though, to some extent, the character I
created to hurl mud and generally act like a geriatric nuisance has
rubbed off on me a little. Hopefully a break will allow him to be
scrubbed off.
I’m ready to appreciate things again (but not self-diagnosed
gluten intolerants, I still think you’re a joke). I'm ready to take
stock in what makes this city a cool place to live. After all, I’m here
for another year, so why not learn to like more stuff?
Of course, Missoula has a lot to atone for — the shooting over
the weekend, for one. But when it comes down to it, we’ve got a lot
to appreciate in this flat little valley among the mountains. Rivers,
parks, friendly neighbors, a healthy drinking problem and a University that extends a warm and fuzzy bubble of liberalism in this
uniquely libertarian state.
In the meantime, here’s the last few things I’m angry about: the
Missoula City Council’s half-baked “Cultural Master Plan” (the
title of which is scarily Orwellian-sounding), the fact that I have
to pay $400 for the privilege of having an internship this summer
and all the smoke that came to town yesterday.
Where the fuck did you even come from, smoke? I know there’s
nothing on fire.
conrad.scheid@umontana.edu
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BIG
Big ups to the Montana Supreme Court for deciding that
maybe rape is worth a little
more than 30 days in jail.
Backhands to Oklahoma for
making America think critically about the death penalty. Party's over.

BACK
H A N D S

Big ups to the University of Montana for giving us a
diploma. Definitely “giving,”
God knows it was hard to find
enough time to do an appropriate amount of work in between
hangovers and Archer marathons.
Backhands to the University
of Montana for not getting us
more ready for a non-existent
job market in between hangovers and Archer marathons.

Big ups to tiny burritos for
making hamsters relevant
again. Those were dark times.
Backhands to Kaarma. But
big ups to karma for unleashing karma on Kaarma and
proving to all of us that even
Kaarma deals with karma.

See you next Tuesday, Aug. 26th!
got news for you. Please send any news tips, ideas
GOT NEWS? We’ve
and press releases to EDITOR@MONTANAKAIMIN.COM.
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Each semester, University of Montana students have the option
of paying a $4 sustainability fee. See who opted out this spring.
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ZOOKeeping:
Courtney Anderson
Montana Kaimin
As graduation approaches,
more boxes of caps and gowns
tower in Bob Casagrande’s garage.
Stacked nearly 7 feet high,
the caps and gowns students
at the University of Montana
ordered for graduation cover
nearly all the floor space in the
Josten’s sale representative’s
garage.
Casagrande has been ordering caps and gowns for graduating students in Missoula for
over 15 years. He said he usually orders about 1,000 annually.

In February, Casagrande
starts ordering and by early
May he hauls the graduation
attire to the UM Bookstore for
pickup.
“I have a Suburban and a
trailer, and I make as many
trips as I can until they’re
done,” Casagrande said.
Throughout spring, dozens
of UM employees and outside
parties start planning UM’s
graduation ceremony. This
year's celebration will take
place Saturday, May 17.
Matthew Filer, UM assistant
to the registrar, has coordinated the graduation ceremony for
three years.

Filer starts planning the
ceremony in January, sends out
postcards inviting parents in
March and in sends out information packets to students in
April.
“Then the rest is coordinating all the people on campus
that make it all happen,” Filer
said. “The work I do comes to
this day, everything I do leads
up to this, it’s all for this, and
it’s my favorite thing to do on
campus.”
UM holds two ceremonies;
the first one is in Washington-Grizzly Stadium for all
3,000 graduating students. Filer said about 2,000 students
attend the ceremony and each
brings somewhere between

Kaimin
Files

NEWS 5
After months of planning
students toss their caps
two to four guests.
Then each department has
their own ceremony.
Filer organizes where the
individual ceremonies take
place according to the size of
the department. He said 28 different venues on campus hold
departments' ceremonies.
“We rely heavily on Facilities Services to get everything
together, put up stagings, set
up chairs, get all that organized — it’s an amazing feat,”
Filer said.
Gerald Michaud, associate
director of custodial, grounds
and labor, said last year UM
ordered 3,000 white chairs, 794
black chairs and stage equipment just for graduation.

enter one participant. Pictures
were displayed where people
could cast their vote with a
penny.
With club interest growing,
UM’s flying club decided it
was time to search for another
plane.

‘70s
This week’s Kaimin Files takes
you back in time to some strange
news from the first week in May
during the 1950s, 70s and 90s

compiled by
Brea Gaudioso

1950s
Alpha Phi Omega geared up
for its Ugly Man Contest where
each men’s living group could

The University Liquid Assets Cooperation found a location for the third annual Aber
Day kegger, a fundraiser for
the library. Five hundred kegs
were ordered and the admission was $3 a person.
A UM student shot and
killed himself while cleaning
his gun. He died in the basement of his University-area
home.

He said staff members start
setting up the Tuesday before
Saturday’s graduation ceremony.
“On graduation day we start
at 5:30 in the morning,” Gerald
said. “We're here until probably
9:30 at night.”
Filer said UM spends somewhere in the tens of thousands
of dollars to put on graduation.
“There are so many people
that put it all together, dozens
and dozens of people from all
over campus," Filer said. "It’s
my favorite event. Anyone on
campus, everything we do no
matter what it is, it all leads to
this day."
courtney.anderson@umontana.edu
@courtneytown42

‘90s
A self-defense expert spoke
at UM on the issue of staying
out of the way of criminals and
avoiding attacks.
The William and Rosemary
Gallagher Building held its
ground breaking ceremony on
April 28. William and Rosemary Gallagher donated $1,000
to the building. More than 125
people came out to dig their
shovels in to the future.

breanna.gaudioso@umontana.edu
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amie Landis tiptoed shoeless across the cave floor,
careful not to step on the human remains that lay scattered around her.
She scanned the large chamber with her headlamp, highlighting the sparkling bones of
a teenager who was sacrificed
to appease the Mayan gods.
Landis smiled.
The 22-year-old is fascinated with bones and the secrets
they reveal. She loved mystery
novels as a kid and she likens
osteology to solving the riddles
of the human condition.
But as she examines the
bones, identifying fractures
and trying to piece together
the story of her subject’s life,
Landis knows her work is
much more serious than the
fiction she read as a child.

“

“It’s definitely something I
always think about, that at one
point in time this was someone’s mother or father or sister
or brother,” Landis said.
Landis is a double major in
human biology and forensic
anthropology. In two weeks
she will become the first person in her family to graduate
college.
The California native said
her parents never pushed her
to attend college, but they fully
supported her as she pursued
her education. Her most recent
life decision, though, has been
a slightly tougher sell.
After graduation, Landis
will enter the Air Force.
“When you’re involved in
the military and the chance
of injuring yourself or worse,
I think any family is going to

be nervous about that,” Landis
said. “But they’ve been supportive.”
When she finishes nine
weeks of officer training at the
Air Force base in Alabama,
Landis hopes to solve a few
mysteries in her own life — she
doesn’t know what she’ll do for
the Air Force, or where she we
will do it.
Landis said she hopes to
be involved in military intelligence gathering. Ashley McKeown, Landis’ advisor and an
associate professor in the anthropology department, said
there are times when people

with Landis’ skillset are needed in military situations.
This often involves issues
of human rights, such as when
forensic archaeologists and anthropologists excavated Saddam Hussein’s mass graves in
Iraq. They were able to identify
what regions people were from
and how they died, and much
of this evidence was used to
convict Hussein for crimes
against humanity, McKeown
said.
Regardless of what Landis
does for the Air Force, McKeown is confident she will excel.
“I don’t think I’ve met many

students who work as hard as
she does and certainly none
that work harder,” McKeown
said.
McKeown worked with
Landis throughout her time at
UM, serving as a faculty advisor to Golden Key when Landis
was secretary and co-president
of the honor society.
“She’s one of those students
I’ll never forget,” McKeown
said. “I’ve watched her grow
up and I’m proud to have been
associated with her because I
know she’ll go on to do great
things.”
austin1.green@umontana.edu

“
onnor Robinson turns on
the computer and sifts
through data to ultimately
try and find small rocky
planets like Earth around nearby stars. He’ll see a dip in the
intensity of a stars light, indicating that there’s an orbiting
planet.
He’s done graduate level
research work for the University of Montana since the fall
of 2013, but his dedication has
transcended to academia.
A few weeks ago he aced
his astronomy midterm in the
morning, in the afternoon he
took the high honors physics
exam where a panel of faculty
members asked questions from
any class that he took in physics
— and he did outstanding.
“Then he comes into my office and says ‘I don’t really have
any research work at the moment, what else should I be do-

”

ing?’ said Nate McCrady, a UM
associate physics professor who
has had Robinson in seven of
his classes. “I was with another professor at the time and we
told him to go outside.”
Robinson, a senior graduating in physics with a concentration in astronomy, found his
niche in physics through a class
in high school. Even though his
high school in Sandpoint, Idaho, didn’t offer any AP physics
courses he studied for it on his
own and passed.
“So my freshman year here I
was in straight physics without
the astronomy option and I took
two astronomy classes from
Nate McCrady and I found that
I was really interested in the
material,” Robinson said. “Dr.
McCrady is an amazing professor and so I got hooked on the
astronomy side of it, too.”
In the summer of 2013, Rob-

inson interned with the Lockheed Martin Solar and Astrophysics Laboratory. In Palo Alto,
California, Robinson worked
withy the Interface Region Imaging Spectrograph mission, a
satellite that looks at the sun.
He watched the satellite
launch from NASA Ames Research Center and wrote code to
better understand why the most
outside layer of the sun is hotter
than its surface.
“One of the great things that
I learned there was that I was
able to improve all the skills that
I already learned in the observation class I took, so I already had
these skills and I could build
upon them,” Robinson said.
This fall Robinson joined the
Minerva research team. The
Minerva project is a UM collaboration with Caltech, South
Wales, Harvard and Penn State
to look for exoplanets — or

planets that orbit a star outside
the solar system, Robinson said.
Chani Nava, a Minerva
research team member, has
known Robinson since fall 2012.
The two were working in the
lab and sat next to each other.
“We were just typing away,
doing our coding, and I go, ‘Oh
no, dammit,’ and he just turns
to me and says, ‘Oh, did you
fuck something up again?’ and
it had me rolling on the floor
laughing,” Nava said. “All of a
sudden I realized that this really quiet kid had this really hilarious sense of humor and it’s
been really fun getting to know
him.”
This June, Robinson flies to
the East Coast to research with
Boston University. He’ll be
looking at how planets form by
studying disks of gas and rocks
that swirl around stars and
eventually form planets.

“We’re trying to learn how
planets form — that’s a big
question in astronomy right
now — is how the Earth got
here and how other planets
have formed,” Robinson said.
In the fall, he’ll start graduate school at BU for a doctorate
in astrophysics. And because
of his research work, Robinson
will receive $30,000 a year and
have his graduate school tuition
paid for.
“The amazing thing about
this is that this might paint the
picture of him as this bookish
little nerd guy but he has a great
sense of humor, he’s a really personal guy and he’s really funny,” said McCrady, Robinson’s
Minerva research advisor. “I’m
sorry to lose him, he’s going to
be difficult to replace but he’s
going on to bigger things.”
courtney.anderson@umontana.edu
@courtneytown42

“
achel Chansler has the
next two weeks of her
life whittled down to a
two-page to-do list with
straight and measured handwriting.
“I put things like ‘do laundry’ on there so I can cross
them off,” she said. “It’s very
satisfying.”
It’s a list of all the things she
needs to do before she graduates, and it won’t be long before the thick black lines take
over the pages. She will draw
one line after the other until
the only line she has left is the
one across those stages two
weeks from now.
That’s right — stages.
Chansler is graduating
from the University of Montana pre-law with a degree in
political science, an art degree
and an art history minor. And
she’s going to every ceremony.
“I have a lot of friends and

”

family coming into town and
they won’t all fit in those small
ceremonies,” she said. “I’m
walking in all three — the big
one, the art school one and the
political science one. I figured,
‘Why not?’ You might as well
when you have the chance.”
A Missoula native and
2008 graduate of Big Sky High
School, Chansler enrolled at
UM after two years of “dinking around” to pursue a degree in pre-law/political science.
“When I was a kid, I always
said I wanted to either be a
lawyer or a teacher,” she said.
But it didn’t take long before
Chansler’s love for art came
into play. She picked up art as
a second major after a taking
a performance art class with
MaryAnn Bonjorni.
“I never thought I’d be into
performance art, but I took
this class and it was the best

class I’ve ever taken,” Chansler
said. “It’s really exhausting
and scary, but it’s kind of like
a high.”
She started working with
other media too, including
painting and photography,
and because her credits double-dipped, she picked up a
minor in art history.
“College is what you make
of it,” she said. “A lot of people
complain and it’s like, ‘Well,
do something! Or just don’t
go.’ I would go to school forever if I could do it for free.”
Chansler said she plans to
take a year off before apply-

ing to law school. She loves
studying and making art, but
she doesn’t want to do it professionally. She said she wants
to pursue a career in the legal
side of art — writing and negotiating contracts, controlling acquisitions, negotiating
insurance deals and the like.
“I want to do something in
the art field, but just not making the art,” she said. “I don’t
want to be a starving artist.”
In the meantime, Chansler
said she is going to save money
and travel. After a trip abroad
over winter break to Germany, Poland, the Czech Repub-

lic and other parts of Europe
Chansler got the travel bug.
“I only wanted to come
home so I could sleep in my
own bed,” she said. “After a
couple of days, I was like, ‘I
wanna go back!’”
Chansler gets out of town
every chance she can get, but
in the next month or so she
said she will take it easy.
“I’m taking a break to work
and breathe,” she said. “That’s
my vague plan.”
Now, she said she’s just
waiting to graduate, crossing
one thing off the list at a time.
megan.petersen@umontana.edu
@mlp208

etween her freshman and
sophomore years at the University of Montana, Becca Boslough was still struggling to
find a major. She just had too many
interests.
That summer, Boslough took a
two-week field studies course in
Glacier National Park, taught by
Nicky Phear.
Phear, a climate change studies
instructor and program coordinator, remembers sitting in a van
toward the end of the course with
Boslough. They talked about what
her major could possibly be after
two weeks of daylong hikes, carcamping and meals shared over a
fire.
“I think at the time she felt very
confused, but for me as a faculty
member, I was thinking, ‘Wow,
what a bright person to be so passionate about so many things,’”
Phear said. “And I was really excited to continue to work with her
over the years.”
Boslough took an introductory
climate change course and an internship class for the Wilderness
Society taught by Phear.
Phear also advised Boslough’s
senior thesis, in which she focused
on climate change in the Rocky

Mountains.
Phear said Boslough has gotten
involved in everything that interests her, and then learns how it is
done. When she grew interested in
politics, she became an Associated
Students of the University of Montana senator for over two years
and interned for CNN during the
Democratic National Convention.
She also figured out how to understand flowering trends for her thesis, Phear said.
“She will just dive into a massive data set and try to make sense
of it. So she’s just not daunted by
the hard work,” Phear said.
Phear said she thinks Boslough
will take a leadership role one day,
maybe as a diplomat.
The beginning of her sophomore year, Boslough chose to major in resource conservation and
minor in climate change studies.
She became the vice president of
the UM Wilderness Association
along with serving on ASUM and
volunteering for Outdoor Explorers, among other groups. During
her junior year she was awarded
the Truman Scholarship.
Besides deciding on a major,
Boslough said there is not one big
accomplishment that stands out

from the rest.
“It’s more just meaningful moments. And also, just all the people.
I’ve met really amazing people
here, and that’s probably one of the
most significant things,” she said.
What does stand out in her college experience is the field course
in Glacier, studying abroad in
Ireland during wintersession her
sophomore year, and being awarded the $30,000 Truman Scholarship, which goes towards graduate
or professional school.
Through a Truman Summer
Institute program, Boslough will
intern in Washington, D.C., this
summer for Sen. Jon Tester’s office.
And in the fall she will move to
Germany for a yearlong fellowship

“

with the State Department, where
she will focus on youth diplomacy.
Boslough said the “time off”
after graduation will give her a
chance to decide what to do for
graduate school.
Her younger brother Jameson
Boslough, a UM junior microbiology major, said he will miss his sister while she is abroad. He said she
worked hard for all her achievements, and deserves the recognition.
“The one word I’d probably
use to describe Becky is ‘badass,’”
Jameson said.
The two share the same birthday one year apart - Oct. 20, 1991
and 1992 - and had joint birthday

parties when they were younger.
The park would be divided between a princess theme for Becca
and a cowboy or army theme for
Jameson. But then it “mashed into
princess-army,” Jameson said.
“I guess that speaks to her personality,” he said. “She would do
the princess thing for a while and
then go grab the toy guns.”
Jameson said he sees his sister
taking a high position in the government in the future, or working
for a non-profit foundation.
“Becky defies any stereotype of
a weak girl - or that girls can’t be
leaders. No, Becky’s a way better
leader than most dudes,” he said.
megan.marolf@umontana.edu
@megmarolf

hen redshirt seniors
Kourtney Danreuther,
Gwenn Abbott, and
Lindsey Hall came to
Montana five years ago, they
entered as accomplished high
school track athletes from Big
Sandy, Butte and Missoula.
Later they became roommates and friends.
“I think that really true,
great friends are hard to find,”
Gwenn said. “I got pretty lucky
with these two.”
“We were definitely blessed
to find each other,” Kourtney
said. “Things don’t just fall into
place like that.”
As redshirt seniors, the trio
has solidified their mark as integral parts of one of the highest-scoring senior classes for
Montana.
Among them, they all share
All-Big Sky Conference honors,
Montana records, NCAA qual-

“ ”
ifying marks and individual
championships.
The three initially hit it off
when Gwen and Kourtney
shared a room in Craig Hall as
freshmen. Lindsey lived in an
adjacent wing.
“Lindsey just started kind of
hanging around our room and
never really left,” Gwenn said.
“I’d like to think that they
invited me over sometimes, but
often I’d just show up,” Lindsey
said.
Since their days in Craig, the
three continued to be roommates and friends throughout
their Montana careers.
“Sometimes it’s hard because you see each other all the
time,” Kourtney said. “You’re
always around each other, and
everyone has their own little
quirks, but I think we just click
well.”
“We’re all weird in contrast

with the average person,” Lindsey said.
“Some of us are weirder
than others,” Kourtney added
looking back at Lindsey.
The three shared a house for
all of their senior year. Things
tend to get a bit dicey during
certain holidays.
“Kourtney thought that
April Fools should be especially celebrated this year,” Lindsey said, “so she put rocks in
Gwenn and I’s bed, dyed the
milk some orange or brown
hue and saran-wrapped the
toilet.”
“That was a good day,”
Kourtney said.
Pranks aside, they’re missing the one thing they all want
the most: a conference title.
“We want that team championship,” Lindsey said. “There’s
been a chemistry here that
wasn’t there in previous years.

We felt it with indoor.”
The women finished third
at the Big Sky Conference Indoor Championships this past
March, finishing two points
shy of second and 15 away
from first. They finished fourth
in last year’s outdoor championships.
Montana will finish its outdoor season with two final
meets at home with the Montana Open and Tom Gage Classic. They’ll head to Flagstaff,
Ariz., in two weeks to compete
in the BSC Championships.
After the championships,
the trio has a strong shot at an
NCAA Regionals qualification
and the NCAA Championships.
But at some point this summer, the trio will all have to go
their separate ways for the first
time since they became Grizzlies.

Gwen will graduate with a
degree in exercise science and
intends to go to physical therapy school shortly after the season ends.
Kourtney, who’ll be graduating with a degree in psychology, said her plans are “still in
the process.”
Lindsey will graduate with a
degree in wildlife biology. She
plans on continuing to pursue
track overseas as part of Athletes in Action, an organization
that uses sports as a platform to
help answer questions of faith.
They’re not ready to part just
yet, but are looking forward to
ending the season right.
“I’m hoping the end of this
outdoor season can be our most
successful both on a personal
and team level,” Gwenn said.
“Hopefully we can go out with
a bang.”
jesse.flickinger@umontana.edu
@JJFlickinger
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MEDICINE

An alternative choice to traditional medicine
Taylor Wyllie
Montana Kaimin
There are 150 amber bottles
with white labels and black,
screw-on tops lining a shelf in
Britta Bloedorn’s office. Inside
each one is a different liquid
plant extract marked by her
loopy scrawl. One reads Ceanothus, another Lycopus.
Bloedorn uses them to
make healing tonics, formulas
and remedies.
As a clinical herbalist, it is a
part of her job.
“(Clinical herbalists) use
the therapeutics of medicinal
plants to try to address imbalances in health,” Bloedorn
said. “Whether we call those
illnesses or diseases, whether those are acute conditions
such as colds or flus, sprained
ankles ... or long term, chronic
health problems.”
A variety of patients come
to Bloedorn, from men to
women, old to young. They
come for back pain, stress,
headaches or sleeping trouble.
They tell her their problems, and she sits with them
for hours.
“We’ll talk about emotions,
the nerves and the mind,”
Bloedorn said. “The holistic
approach — I want to know
what emotional things may be
going on for you ... How might
this be related to your health
concern.”
They delve into sexual
health and sleep patterns, including length and quality.
“It’s very common for us to
work on sleep when we work
on any other health concern,”
Bloedorn said. “Because it’s
very crucial to health.”
Then she decides how to
move forward with an individualized action plan. It can
involve teas, herbs or a change
in diet and exercise. It is more
than treating the symptoms,
Bloedorn said. It is treating
the root cause.
But not everyone knows she
exists, she said, or think of her
as a viable healthcare option.
She said there are stereotypes that herbal medicine is
administered by incompetent,
untrained people, and has no
basis in science. But she disagrees.
So does senior pharmacy
student Ali Alharbi.
“The professionals don’t
think that there is a stereotype
out there,” Alharbi said. “We
actually believe that some of

Rachel Leathe/Montana Kaimin
Britta Bloedorn is a clinical herbalist who owns a private practice downtown. She specializes in western herbology as a health practitioner and teacher.

these do have an effect, because they’ve been studied.”
However, Alharbi said he
doesn’t believe every person
should turn to herbal remedies, as they are not regulated
by the FDA. He said patients
should check with their physicians and pharmacists first.
“The herbs and natural
supplements are not very
well regulated,” Alharbi said.
“They’re not studied as extensively because if they were
studied and had very clear results, pharmaceutical companies would probably jump on
that and start making drugs
from it.
“Usually they don’t have all
that evidence-based effects,
and they don’t have quantitative and qualitative data about
their side-effects too,” Alharbi
said, “and that’s the problem
we have with herbs, we don’t
have that data that will support what else is going to happen.”
To increase societal knowledge, Bloedorn reaches out to
the community with lectures,
presentations and collaboration with other practitioners.
She also runs a number of
classes.
“A lot of that fear that happens of the unknown,” Bloe-

dorn said, “I try to eliminate
in my classes.”
Her classes range from “Introduction to Herbal Medicine
Making,” to “Wild and Native
Medical Plants of Montana,”
to “Her Medicine for Allergy
and Sinus Support.”
In these classes, she’ll go on
nature walks with students to
show them the types of local
medicinal plants; the first one
of the season is Saturday, May
3. She’ll go through body systems one by one, and explain
what herbs and plants can
help these specific areas. She
will teach them how to make
their own mixtures to help
themselves.
“It’s making it accessible for
people at all different levels,”
Bloedorn said. “Which is one
of the beauties of herbal medicine really, that it is that accessible. I like to stress that with

all my clients and outreach.”
However, she does suggest
to consult with a professional
in certain instances.
“Just so they can help you
get in the right direction,”
Bloedorn said. “So you don’t
hurt yourself, or end up disappointed. That’s more so it, people don’t usually hurt themselves with herbal medicines
they can get on their own, but
they get disappointed, like the
herbs didn’t work.”
One of her biggest goals
with education is to bridge the
gap between clinical practitioners and herbal ones.
“They don’t need to decide
between either or,” Bloedorn
said. “We can complement
(one another).”
Alharbi said combining
multiple treatments can help
in certain cases, like arthritis.
But he encourages people to

get their doctor’s opinion first
and seek the pharmaceutical
option before an herbal one.
“The first choice should always be, for acute conditions,
what we know call traditional
medicine,” Alharbi said. “Go
to the mainstream first if you
have a clinical diagnosis because those can be dangerous.
You can definitely supplement
with the alternatives.”

taylor.wyllie@umontana.edu
@wylliet
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THE JANITOR’S CLOSET

Unsung heroes: Custodians keep us clean
Bjorn Bergeson
Montana Kaimin
Let's face it, humans are
gross. We create messes everywhere we go, littering the
world and leaving a path of
trash, filth and disgusting
bodily functions in our wake.
And by and large, most of us
would rather pay someone to
clean up after us than take any
kind of personal responsibility

and do it ourselves. Thankfully, there are custodians. These
people take on our disgusting burdens and help us get
through the day.
Custodians carry us in
bleach-drenched glory, and
most of the time they do it
without any additional thanks.
Some of the time they even try
to bribe us to be well behaved.
“I hand out candy as a way
of sucking up, so they treat me

nice,” Lori Blotzke said while
she cleaned the fourth floor
bathroom at Jesse Hall.
Most students are well behaved, she said, but a few take
a while to figure out that other
people clean up after them.
Blotzke has been working as
a custodian for 18 years at the
University of Montana. Overall, she said it is a good job with
good co-workers and benefits,
and overall the students are
great. But then, someone vomits in the sink.
“Oh my heck, what a mess
that was,” Blotzke said.
On the seventh floor of Jesse Hall, Jolene Hult sprayed
out the bathroom shower stalls
with a garden hose. Hult’s been
at it for 28 years, with 22 spent
at the same dormitory. She
said her job is easy because she
stays on top of cleaning and
has a good relationship with
her co-workers. But for Hult,
the best part is the influx of
students she meets every year.
“You get to know them, and
some of them are very appreciative about what we do, and
that makes you feel good about
what you do,” Hult said. “You
get to hear about different places
around the world, because they’re
from so many different places.”

Though she likes them a lot,
there have been some problems
over the years. Like the time
she had a falling out with an
entire floor of Jesse Hall.
“I said something about the
Resident Assistant looking like
a poster child of Beef-Hunk
magazine,” Hult said. “After
that they went out of their way
to make my life a nightmare for
the rest of the year.”
Overall most of the students
are pretty nice and respectful
of her and her crew, but Hult
has found some exceptional
messes.
“A girl had a ferret that
was allowed to run free in the
room,” she said. “There was
ferret stuff all over. It took us 13
hours to clean that room.”
It takes her and a three-person crew a handful of hours to
clean all 11 floors of the hall.
Over at Don Anderson Hall,
Jessica Weathers takes a sponge
and scrubs coffee off the wall
near the top of a stairwell.
Weathers is a newcomer at custodian work compared with the
veterans of Jesse Hall. She said
she enjoys working the night
shift when it comes to custodian work, because she can earn
while her three kids are asleep.
Weathers cleans several of

the class halls on campus late
at night after all the students
have left. She said the public
restrooms are usually OK compared with other places she has
worked.
“I had a sewer line explode
at a place I worked,” Weathers
said. “I’ve had some pretty bad
bathroom experiences.”
Of course the most burning
question of all concerning public restrooms is the long-standing debate over who is grosser:
men or women.
After speaking with three
female custodians and one
male, the scientific answer to
that question can be put to
rest. Women have the worst restrooms.
“It’s the smell. It smells so
much worse,” Weathers said.
“It’s like the perfume and their
body smells. It's just bad.”
Still, the men don’t fare much
better. The custodians at Jesse Hall all said it seems to depend on the year as far as who
is worse. Sometimes the men
are much worse. And no matter what, bathrooms are gross
disease-ridden spaces that only
the most dedicated custodians
can keep us safe from.
Thank your janitors.
bjorn.bergeson@umontana.edu
@Ursadabear
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World’s largest annual comic book event comes to Missoula
Megan Petersen
Montana Kaimin
Time to celebrate your inner nerd. Tomorrow is Free
Comic Book Day, where they
— believe it or not — give out
comic books! For free!
“‘Free’ is one of the most
powerful words in the English
language,” said Joe Field, Free
Comic Book Day founder. “If
you throw in comic books
after that, who wouldn’t love
it?”
The idea behind the day is
to celebrate graphic novels. A
slew of sponsors such as DC
Entertainment and Marvel,
along with creators, publishers and retailers donate to put
together special editions of
popular comic books. Comic
book stores around the United States and the world open
their doors for eager readers
and swag stealers. And that’s
great, Field said.
“We still haven’t reached
everybody,” he said. “There’s
still room for (Free Comic
Book Day) to grow.”
Field got the idea to give
away free comic books after
he saw a line out the door of
his neighborhood Baskin Robbins for Free Scoop Day, and
he said the idea could transfer
over to comic giveaways. He
said he saw it as a good way
to encourage people to get interested and read comic books
and graphic novels.
“I believe for everybody
who likes to read, there is a
comic book or a graphic novel
out there for them,” Field said.
The first year Free Comic
Book Day was celebrated in
2002, there were fewer than
five special editions and participating publishers. This
year, Field said there are at
least 40 publishers and more

Alexis Schantz, an employee at Muse Comics, chats with a customer on Thursday evening.

than 50 special edition comic
books available, and they’ll go
out to some 2,100 comic book
stores in 65 countries. Field
said last year an estimated 1.2
million people celebrated Free
Comic Book Day.
“I expect that number to go
up this year,” he said.
Alexis Schantz, who works
at Muse Comics and Games
in Missoula, said they usually
run out of free comic books,
so the shop has saved back
issues to give away when the
free stock is spent.
“They bring loads of stuff
to give away,” Schantz said.
“There’s usually a line out the
door. This is the closest thing

we’ll ever get to Black Friday.”
Comic book fans aren’t the
only ones who are going to
flock to the store tomorrow.
The Timberline Garrison of
the 501st Legion, Montana’s
StormTrooper battalion, will
be there to make sure things
don’t get out of control and to
up the enthusiasm.
“This year, we’re expecting
a lot more people,” Schantz
said.
Jim Daniel, Dwayne Harris
and Tony Gregori, local comic
writers and artists, will also
be there to celebrate. Gregori
worked on and released three
titles last year, Harris has
helped design for “Game of

Thrones” and Daniel made his
debut as a graphic novel writer last summer with “Enormous,” a 64-page post-apocalyptic illustrated tale.
Gregori said they will be
there to sign posters and draw
sketches, but the real reason
for Free Comic Book Day is to
celebrate the art and to keep
it alive.
“Comics have been around
since the caveman days. It’s
a cultural art,” Gregori said.
“We need people to keep
reading comics to keep it
evolving.”
megan.petersen@umontana.edu
@mlp208

Gracie Ryan/Montana Kaimin
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Fourth-highest-scoring Griz chases an NBA dream
Jesse Flickinger
Montana Kaimin

Former Montana forward Kareem Jamar is transitioning to point
guard to play in the NBA. Jamar,
who measures in at 6-foot-5, hopes
to become the next in a line of bigger
point guards who have taken over
the league.
To make the transition, Jamar
has been working out extensively
since Montana lost to Portland State
in the opening round of the Big Sky
Conference Tournament on March
13.
He hasn’t quite let go of how he
finished his career at Montana.
“I haven’t really gotten over the
way it ended,” Jamar said. “I wish
it could’ve ended a little better, but
now I’m just trying to focus on the
new challenge ahead of me.”
Jamar returned home to California after his senior season, where he
has been working out at EXOS Athlete Performance in Los Angeles to
get ready for the NBA Draft Combine and team invites.
He left California in mid-April to
play in the Portsmouth Invitational
Tournament in Virginia.
The tournament brings in 64
of the top senior college basketball
players and pits them against each
other for a four-day tournament in
front of NBA scouts, team representatives and general managers.
The tournament serves as an important showcase for many on-thebubble players like Jamar. Montana

head coach Wayne Tinkle used the
tournament after his Griz basketball career as a springboard to a
professional career in Europe.
“I played in that same tournament and we won it,” Tinkle said. “I
think it’s a pretty good jumping off
point. It did get my name out there
and helped me a lot.”
Jamar’s team, which included
Weber State senior Davion Berry,
lost every game, but Jamar said
overall it was a great experience and
he learned a lot by being there.
“Just playing with those other
guys from those conferences helped
me learn a lot pace-wise,” Jamar
said.
Now home in California, Jamar
recently migrated up to Sacramento
to train with Guss Armstead, a professional athletic trainer who works
on developing fringe basketball
players.
Jamar said they are working on
a number of skills to improve his
overall game, but they mostly focus
on ways to better him as a point
guard.
“Since I’m going to play the
point guard position at the next
level, we’re focusing on being a big
guard,” Jamar said. “So I've just
been working on ball handling, a lot
of shooting, just everything in my
all-around game.”
Being a facilitator on offense
won’t be foreign to Jamar.
Jamar rotated spots on the floor
regularly in his time with Montana,
and often drove Montana’s offense.

He ended his career ranked fourth
in school history in scoring and assists.
Jamar led the Grizzlies in all
three major statistical categories his
senior year, averaging 18.8 points,
5.6 rebounds and 4.0 assists per
game.
He is also one of the most decorated basketball players to come
out of Montana, being named First
Team All-Big Sky Conference the
past three years and winning BSC
Player of the Year in 2012.
Jamar will return to Missoula
in two weeks for finals and graduation.
Afterward, he plans to get back
in the gym with Armstead. He anticipates he will be working out privately for NBA teams through the
summer.
Though he is not expected to be
drafted in this year’s NBA Draft,
Jamar believes he’s an NBA-caliber
player. He will work throughout the
summer to ensure he accomplishes
his dream.
“I’m going to reach for the stars,”
Jamar said. “I definitely think I can
play at that level so that’s my goal.”
Tinkle also likes Jamar’s chances.
“I think with Kareem, it’s that
he’s multidimensional,” Tinkle said.
“He can score, he can pass, he can
rebound and he can defend. His
size and abilities will give him a
pretty good shot at that next level.”
jesse.flickinger@umontana.edu
@JJFlickinger

Tommy Martino/Montana Kaimin
Kareem Jamar shoots a 3-pointer over Vikings guard Alyx Foster (12).
The Montana Grizzlies beat Portland State 82-76 in overtime at Dahlberg
Arena on Feb 6.
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Blackfoot River to host second national championship
Cavan Williams
for the Montana Kaimin
For the second time in 10
years, Missoula will host
nearly 75 whitewater canoeists when the American Canoe Association holds the
Open Canoe Slalom National
Championship on the Blackfoot River.
On June 27, paddlers from
the U.S., Japan and Canada
will race down a stretch of the
Blackfoot known as Roundup Rapids. Competitors will
race against the clock, hitting mandatory gates while
navigating rapids and rocks
for the chance to be crowned
North American champion.
The last time the race came
to Missoula was in 2004, when
Montana boasted the most
athletes with 23. Colorado
had the next highest number
of contestants with six.
Race chairman Alan Burgmuller said he was proud of
Montana’s representation 10
years ago, and hopes to get
even more Montanans to compete this year.
“No host state has ever
probably had more than a
dozen,” Burgmuller said. “I’m
hoping to break 30 Montanans this year.”
Burgmuller will organize
the event and also compete.
“There would be no incentive to go through all this
work and not be able to have
fun and race,” Burgmuller
said.
The championship weekend will feature men’s and
women’s single and tandem
races. Other races include

the veteran and novice races
where youth paddlers with
little to no whitewater experience get a chance to race with
top contenders.
Burgmuller said the veteran and novice tandem races
are important to recruiting
and teaching local children
because the majority of whitewater canoeists are adults
without kids.
“We need to work on building the sport,” Burgmuller
said. “We don’t want to see
slalom die, because it’s really fun and hasn’t changed
much.”
Canoeists will start arriving in Missoula on June 23 for
a wet week of training before
competition starts on Friday.

‘No host state
has ever probably
had more than a
dozen. I’m hopeing to break 30
Montanans this
year.’

Alan Burgmuller
race chairman

This year could prove challenging for competitors as
some of Montana’s mountain
ranges are holding 140 percent
of their standard snowpack.
When the above-average
snowpack melts, competitors
may find themselves paddling
in stronger currents than they
are used to.

Co-chair and competitor
Brandon Salayi said higher
water levels and cold temperatures could steer some
paddlers away.
“If (the river) is really, really big, then it makes it tough,”
Salayi said. “It just makes it a
flush and you can’t even paddle across the river. You will
just get swept downstream.”
Even with high water, Salayi expects a large turnout.
The race offers seven different
racing classes and allows all

skill levels.
“Some people like racing
and some people just race,”
Salayi said. “As far as our
community out here goes, we
enjoy the races but we do enjoy paddling as well, and we
are not paddling just to race.”
Salayi said the sense of
community in the whitewater world is one of the most
important aspects. Even the
more competitive canoeists
still cheer for one another on
almost every run they take, he

said.
With so many paddlers
from all over the world, locals
who come to watch will find
an obscure sport and a tightknit community of paddlers
thrust into the spotlight.
“I feel like I have a bunch
of friends around the U.S. that
I see once a year,” Burgmuller
said. “You are generally
cheering for people you want
to beat. That doesn’t happen
at the Olympic level.”
cavan.williams@umontana.edu

16

NEWS

Montana Kaimin
Friday, May 2, 2014

CAMPUS

CAMPUS

NATION

UM plans to break ground on
new facilities, building updates

Hohman elected ASUM Supporters
president for second year say Keystone

Kaci Felstet

Jordan Purinton

Montana Kaimin
The University of Montana
plans to start construction on
several new buildings and remodels over the summer.
The new facilities include
the Gilkey Executive Education
Center for student-athlete academic center and a softball complex.
Kevin Krebsbach, associate
director of facilities services,
said the Gilkey building should
cost about $9.3 million. UM
plans to build it in the open field
behind the Gallagher Business
Building.
Most of the funding came
from private groups who want
to help expose UM to business
leaders, Krebsbach said.
The $3 million student-athlete academic center is planned
to go in between the Adams
Center and the Recreation Center.
“The most challenging thing
is the traffic pattern in front of
the Adams Center,” Krebsbach
said.
UM is working to solve the
traffic problem and might divert
traffic through the Adams Center parking lot during construction to cut down on congestion.
The softball complex might
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility
for advertisements which are placed in
the Kiosk. We urge all readers to use
their best judgement and investigate
fully any offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying
out any money.

LOST AND FOUND
Found: Black snowboarding
jacket in Don Anderson Hall.
Please come to DAH 201
to describe and claim.
ENTERTAINMENT
Weekend cabins 30 minutes
from Missoula $45-65/night at
Rock Creek Cabins 251-6611.
FOR SALE
Vintage Clothing Liquidation
Sale in Anaconda, Montana.
Open all summer, by
appointment only. Dealers
welcome! 406-560-5784 or email
goodstuff@montana.com.
Garage Sale Saturday 5/3
8am-4pm. 609 Rollins St.
We have everything you need
to set up your new digs!
Posters, posters, posters! Lots
of new ones at The Joint Effort.
1918 Brooks at the Holiday

montanakaimin

Office Staff

be built next to the soccer field
on South Avenue. The location
hasn’t been approved yet.
“Since it’s a Title IX issue, I
think it has to get approved,”
Krebsbach said.
Title IX is a law enforcing
equal opportunities on the basis of gender, and has become a
measure for fairness in collegiate
athletics.
UM hopes to create a field
with seating for 1,000 people and
eventually expand to adding
concessions, Krebsbach said.
Asa Hohman, president of the
Associated Students of the University of Montana, said there
are also plans for several remodels on campus.
One improvement includes
an ADA-accessible wet lab that’s
going into the Interdisciplinary
Science Building, Hohman said.
The new Gilkey building met
some opposition this year from
students who used the open
field for recreation, but the decision was made two years ago,
Hohman said.
“It’s a big change to the
landscape of the University,”
Hohman said.
UM also plans to break
ground on the new Missoula
College building in the fall.
kaci.felstet@umontana.edu
@kacifelstet

Montana Kaimin
For the second year in a
row, UM students have chosen
to place their collective faith
in junior Asa Hohman, who
was reelected as ASUM President late Thursday evening.
Hohman will be joined by
junior Sean McQuillan, who
will replace Mariah Williams
as Vice President. The team
of Hohman/McQuillan officially ran unopposed, and
received 887 of the 1072 total
votes cast.
Hohman said that while it
was his second straight year
winning, he was proud to
have won alongside McQuillan.
“We couldn’t be more happy with the results,” Hohman
said. “We’re eager to start
working for students and just
execute on all the campaign
promises we made.”
The remaining executive
votes went to various write–in
candidates.
Taking over as ASUM Business Manager will be senior
Ryan Hazen, who defeated
David Kuhn by a margin of
130 votes.
Hazen said that he is looking forward to working to

expand student involvement,
and hopes to increase the
turnout rate next year.
“It feels great, and I’m
thinking back to freshman
year when I missed out on getting on the senate by 11 votes,”
Hazen said. “It feels redeeming to go from that moment
to being the next ASUM Business Manager.”
Of the 26 available senate
seats, a total of 22 were filled.
The remaining candidates
were deemed ineligible by
the ASUM body for missing
a deadline to turn in a campaign budget report.
The following 22 students
were elected as ASUM Senators:
Caleb Chestnut, Betsy Story,
Sarah Smith, Shelby Wheeler,
Danielle Sewell, Katherine
Neiman, Ashlynn Anderson,
Brandon Bart, Jess Field, Trail
Bundy, Leann Skach, Megan
Perry, Jonathon Knudson, Augustine Menke, Mary O’Malley, Samuel Forstag, Rachel
Fuson, Simon Dykstra, Brian
Birdeau, Cody Meixner, Suzette Moseri, Adam Busch.
When the Kaimin went to
press, results for the referendums were unavailable.
jordan.purinton@umontana.edu
@JordanPurinton
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RATES
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.40 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.50 per 5-word line/day

KAIMIN CLASSIFIEDS

Village Shopping Center.
SHISHA SHISHA SHISHA.
New stock and hookahs
too! At The Joint Effort
1918 Brooks at the Holiday
Village Shopping Center.
HELP WANTED
Headed into government or
politics? Congress is a mess!
Want to help clean it up? Visit
www.samrankin.com and
volunteer to help. Or call Sam @
406-855-3013 for more details.
Compensation available.
Direct Care- Evenings &
weekend hours assisting adults
w/disabilities. Exp. Working w/
adults w/disabilities preferred.
Position open until filled.
$9.00- $9.65/hr. Valid MT
driver license. No history of
abuse, neglect or exploitation.
Applications available at:

OPPORTUNITY
RESOURCES, INC.,
2821 S. Russell, Missoula, MT
59801 or online at:
www.orimt.org. Extensive
background checks will be
completed. NO RESUMES. EOE.
Administrative Associate-Work
study. The Rocky Mountain
Elk Foundation, a hunter based
non-profit wildlife habitat
conservation organization seeks
a work study student for part
time work, 10-15 hours per
week. Position will provide
backup administrative services
and routine clerical support to
our Legal Department. $8.50
per hour. Must be available
for summer. Thorough
knowledge of MS Office
required. Email cover letter
and resume to jobs@rmef.org.

Wildland Firefighters Needed.
Many positions available. For
information call 406-273-6111.
Trout Montana, a new fly shop
and motel on the banks of the
Missouri River in Cascade, MT, is
looking for summer help. Must be
conversant in fly fishing to work
in shop. Clean driving record a
must to drive shuttles. E-mail us
at flyshop@troutmontana.com
or call Mike at (406) 468-9330.
SERVICES
M&M Driving School private
driving lessons 317-3272.
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted
best of Missoula 2013. Student
discounts! 136 E Broadway
Computer Central 542-6540.
Cheap Charley's Mini Storage,
Griz Discount: Option 1) Full
month free with 3 months up
front. Option 2) 5% Griz Discount

bill short of
60 votes

Associated Press
WASHINGTON — Senate
supporters of the long-delayed
Keystone XL pipeline conceded Thursday they lack the 60
votes necessary to pass legislation authorizing immediate
construction of the project, but
said they remain hopeful of
prevailing.
“At this point we’re still
working to get 60,” said Sen.
John Hoeven. R-N.D., as he and
Sen. Mary Landrieu, D-La.,
introduced a bipartisan bill to
end the delays and build the
proposed oil pipeline from
Canada to the United States.
Landrieu, who chairs the
Senate Energy Committee, faces a tough re-election challenge
this fall, and has said she will
use all her power to make sure
the project is built.
In remarks on the Senate
floor, she said supporters of the
project think “there is so much
potential for Canada, the U.S.
and Mexico ... to become completely not only energy independent, but an energy powerhouse for the world.”
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week.
Prepayment is required. Ads may be
placed at DAH 207 or via FAX: 2435475, email: ads@montanakaimin.com
or call 243-6541.
Lost and found ads may be placed in
the Kiosk free of charge. They can be 3
lines long and run for 3 days.

off regular price with Free sign
up fee! Student discount for
truck rental. (406) 721-7277
STORAGE
Call Today! 406-541-4645
ALL STAR SELF STORAGE
SECURE Facility & NO Deposit!
PSA
Need help locating assistance with
food, housing, daycare, support
groups, or other human services?
Call 211! 2-1-1 is a telephone
Information and Referral service
serving Missoula, Ravalli, and
Mineral Counties. Trained staff
can analyze your unique problems
and provide information or refer
you to the community agencies
and programs designed to meet
your needs. Call by dialing 2-1-1
or 549-5555. 211 is a service of
the Human Resource Council and
United Way of Missoula County.
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